Professor Dr. Abdelaziz Nouaydi
Refused the Legion of Honor, the Highest French Distinction,
In Support of Gaza (Palestine)
Moroccan Human Rights Activist Nouaydi Declines French La légion d'Honneur Medal
In Protest against President Hollande’s Support of the Israeli aggression on Gaza

Moroccan human rights activist Abdul Aziz Nouaydi
Moroccan lawyer Abdelaziz Nouaydi expressed support for the Palestinian cause by a strong
gesture. He just refused the French Legion of Honor because of the support of President François
Hollande to the Israeli government, even as the Israeli offensive against Gaza has left hundreds of
Palestinians dead.
It is in a letter to Charles Fries, Ambassador of France in Morocco, that the former president of
the Adala (Justice) Association (who remains honorary president) and initiator of the draft
memorandum for judicial reform expressed his refusal to receive the Legion of Honor.
Mr. Nouaydi explains that "denial is mainly motivated by the position of the French president
who has expressed solidarity with the Israeli government."
Hollande supports Israel and banned demonstrations
In the letter addressed to the Embassy of France on July 22 and 24 which French media covered,
Professor of Law and Political Science and a lawyer at the Rabat Bar Association gives more
details about his motivations:
"I can now express my apologies for not accepting this distinction because of the
position taken by the President of the French Republic, which expressed to the Israeli Prime
Minister, "the Solidarity of France against the rocket attacks from Gaza and the right of the Israeli

government to take all measures to protect its population against threats they face” according to a
communiqué issued by the Elysee Palace, quoted by Reuters. "
But the position of Francois Hollande on this Israeli aggression, that breaks the passage with the
tradition of the French Socialist Left, is not the only reason given by Mr. Nouaydi. In his letter
sent on 22 July, the former president of the Adala Association also mentioned the refusal of the
French government to allow pro-Palestinian supporters to march through the streets of Paris.
"This is a solidarity and support for the aggression against the Palestinian people in the Gaza
Strip, coupled with a ban on protesters in Paris who want to express their solidarity with the
victims of this aggression." An assault that has 718 Palestinian victims, mostly civilians, in 16
days under Israeli bombing (on Thursday morning).
Israeli leaders should be tried before the International Criminal Court
Further, Mr. Nouaydi added that if Hollande remained in "harmony" with the principles of human
rights and international law in general, and with the commitments of France in particular to
(United Nations Charter, the Geneva Conventions and the Rome Treaty on the International
Criminal Court), it "should have to work for the prosecution of the Israeli political and military
leaders before the International Criminal Court."
Alexandre Diebolt, advisor to France's ambassador to Morocco, said that the Embassy does not
wish to comment.
Others refused the Legion of Honor in the past

Recent years have seen several cases of refusal to the highest French distinction. Early this year,
Jo Spiegel (Mayor of Kingersheim), or the cartoonist Jacques Tardi refused the Legion of Honor.
He said he wanted "to remain a free man and not be held hostage by any power whatsoever."
In 2012, Annie Thébaud-Mony, French health sociologist known for her research and community
work on occupational diseases, refused the Legion of Honour to protest against the "indifference"
about occupational health and impunity "industrial crimes."

Under Nicolas Sarkozy, two journalists, Marie-Eve Falklands (France Info) and Françoise
Fressoz (Le Monde) had preferred to "stay out of the honors."
On Wikipedia, there is even a category "Legion of Honor Refusals" including figures such as
Aragon, Camus, Monet, Beauvoir, Marie and Pierre Curie and Jacques Prévert.

